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POLITICAL PRISONERS IN SOUTH VIET NAM 


To carry out their aggressive design and impose neo- 
colonialism on South Viet Nam, for many years now the US 
imperialists and their henchmen have maintained a barbar- 
ous regime of arrest, torture and imprisonment against the 
patriots and the people of all strata upholding peace in 
South Vietnam. 


During their sweeps and “pacification” operations, the 
US imperialists and their agents have arrested, beaten, slain, 
“purged” and imprisoned a large number of persons. 


They have conducted police operations and round ups 
in cities and towns to quench the struggle of the working 
people for their rights to life, that of the intellectuals for 
freedom. and peace ; that of the students and pupils for school 
freedom, draft deferment and the use of mother tongue in 
the teaching at colleges; and the struggle of the religious 
people for the freedom of worship and against the wrong. 

They have arrested for detention many people during 
their “denounce the communists” campaigns and “Phoenix” 
operations. 

Hundreds of thousands of sons and daughters of Viet- 
nam are succumbing under torture in jails. The US impe- 
rialists and their agents have invented all barbarous forms of 
confinement, including “dark cell”, “stone caves”, “pigsty” 
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and “tiger cages”. Savage torture and elimination of priso- 
ners have taken place everyday across South Vietnam. 


The Paris Agreement on Viet Nam stipulates that all 
captured military personnel should be returned within 60 
days, and all captured Vietnamese civilian personnal within 
go days as from the day of entry into effect of the Agree- 
ment. Nevertheless, the US-Thieu clique did not carry out 
their commitments. They arrogantly declared that “there is 
no political prisoners in South Viet Nam” and that they had 
detained only 5,081 “communist prisoners”; whereas in fact 
Over 200,000 persons are confined by them in more than 
1,000 overt or secret jails in South Vietnam. 


In more than 14, months after the Paris Agreement came 
into effect, the Saigon regime returned to the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government the above-mentioned 5,081 cap- 
tured civilian personnel. But in the same period, it arrested 
for detention 50,000 more persons (from January 1973 to 
July 1974.). Besides, it has still refused to return all the 
captured military personnel; it has still illegally detained 
15,000 mernbers of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Viet Nam. Moreover, it has 
made all attempts to realise its vicious scheme of changing 
the status of political prisoners into that of common-law 
offenders, secretly eliminating many of them. 


The US government did not fulfil its responsibility to 
order the Nguyen Van Thieu stooge clique to return comple- 
tely all the captured military and civilian personnel, instead 
it has supplied money to the Thieu administration to main- 
tain and strengthen the network of prisons and the police 
force in South Viet Nam. US Senator E. Kennedy made 
known that US aid to Thieu for maintaining his prisons and 
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police in 1973 was not less than 100 million dollars (BBC 
September 10, 1973). At present 2,400 US advisors are left 
behind to command the police and prison machine of the 
Saigon regime in South Viet Nam. 


The South Vietnamese people as well as all the people 
of conscience in the world resolve to demand the US-Thieu 
clique to scrupulously implement the Paris Agreement on 
Viet Nam, set free completely over 200,000 political prisoners, 
patriots and people advocating peace still illegally detained 
by the Saigon administration ; and to demand the US to put 
an end to its involvement and interference in the internal 
affairs of the South Vietnamese people and stop all financial 
aid to Thieu to maintain his extremely brutal prison regime 
in South Viet Nam. 


September 1974. 


1—_— 


U.S.-PUPPET POLICE NETWORK 
IN SOUTH VIET NAM 


National Police : 


in 1963: 19,000 men 
in 1965 : 52,000 men 
in 1969: 85,000 men 
in 1971 : 100,000 men 


in 1972 : 125,000 men 
early 1974: 150,000 men 


Present in all cities, provincial capitals and district 
towns. 


The number of policemen in district towns alone was 
11,000 in 1972 and 31,000 in 1973. 
General Headquarters of Police : 


Commanding policemen in uniform and plain cloth 
policemen. 


Acting Service Police : 


Having 8 bureaus in Saigon and 20 bureaus at pro- 
vincial level. 


The personnel of each. bureau in Saigon is from 80 
to 120 men, and from 200 to 300 men at grassroot 
level. 


4 — Central Intelligence Service : 
Command by U.S. specialists, under the control of 
CIA, for secret activities. 

5 — Secret Service : 
Arrest and execute people on Thieu’s direct order. 
Manned with hired thugs specially for murder. 

6 — Field National Police : 
25,000 in 1973, equipped with automatic rifles, tanks 
and artillery. 

7 — Order Police : 
Present in almost all precincts, district towns, provin- 
cial capital and cities. 

& — Bureau of Military Security 


Present in all units of the army. 


9 -—— Military Intelligence Service : 


Secretly present everythere. 


10 — Military Secret Service : 


Specially for secret arrest and elimination. 


11 — The American Special Forces : 


(often known the “Green Berets”). 


12 — All other armed forces. 


Arrests of people 

during sweep ope- 

rations in the coun- 
tryside. 


Masses of people sent to jail. 


10 


Even old people, women and 
children have been arrested. 


And 


disabled 


men are not spared from arrests. 


Arrests of people during repression 
in cities. 


campoigns 
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Hoang Duc Nha-Thieu’s trustful agent said: « Only such 
a wide police network is able to arrest 40,000 persons 
within two weeks ». 
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U.S.-PUPPET TORTURE METHODS 
IN SOUTH VIET NAM 


Torture by beating : 


— Beating on legs, arms, face, belly, ribs, chest, 
genitals and all places one can beat. 

— Beating wit wooden club, iron stick with sharp 
sides or sharp ends on all places, particularly on 
the soles of feet; thrusting sharp cane into wo- 
man prisoner’s secret part ; 


— Beating with whip, with rubber-covered iron 
wire, particularly on head, trunk and soles of 
feet ; 


— Beating with iron stick ; 
— Beating with nail-hammer, specially on joints ; 
— Beating with nailed stick on finger-tips ; 


— To hang up to the ceiling then carry out all forms 
of beating ; 


— To put the prisoner in a bag then beat on it with 
stick or hammer. 


Torture with water 


— To pour soapy water, sewage water, water mixed 
with quick lime or chili into the prisoner’s 
mouth, then tread on his belly until water spurts 
out, blood oozes from: mouth and ears. 


13 


14, 


— To plunge the prisoner in a tank full of dirty 


water or a well. 


To force the prisoner to stand under a high 
placed tank of water which drops on his head. 


To plunge the prisoner in a tank with water full 
to his neck, then repeatedly strike the tank. 


Torture with fire 


To pour fuel on the nape of the neck and the 
back, then set fire. 


To place burning cigarettes on the prisoner’s na- 
vel, mpples and genitals, 


To burn the prisoner’s feet with fuel-soaked cot- 
ton until the skin is splitted, then force the pri- 
soner to plunge his feet into a basin full of water 
with worms which get into the scratches on the 
feet. 


To plunge the prisoner into a bag containing live 
charcoals. 

To force the prisoner to slide down a burning 
chimney. 

To force the prisoner to sit on a holed stool, then 
burn his anus with an oil lamp. 


To burn all places of the prisoner’s body with 
red-hot iron sticks. 


To pluck with red-hot pincers the prisoner’s nip- 
ples or pieces of flesh on the thighs, 


4. — Torture with electricity : 


To apply electric shocks to the prisoner’s ears, 
nose, lips, breasts, secret parts into unconscious- 
ness. 


To subject the prisoner to a.c. electricity to cause 
more acute pains. 


To touch all places of the body of the prisoner, 
specially on secnet parts with iron stick connect- 
ed to electric current. 


To direct the glare of light bulbs of from 500 
to 1,000 watts for hours on end on the neck of 
the prisoner forced to stand face to a wall. 


Other torture methods : 


To slowly drive nails into the prisoner’s feet, 


hands. 


To drive nails on knees or soles then let them 
there for many days. 


To thrust nails into ears up to the prisoner’s 
brain. 


To drive nails through the prisoner’s hands put 
on a table, tie feathers to the nails then agitate 
them with a fan, thus causing atrocious pains 
to the prisoner. 


To put an iron ring on the head of the prisoner 
then tighten it till the prisoner’s eyes spurt. 


To tie the prisoner’s knees with rubber bands 
then tighten them. 
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To tie together the prisoner’s fingers with iron 
wire (like electric wire) then twist them with 
a stick. 


To force the prisoner to run on bundles of barbed- 


wire. 


To thrust eels or snakes into woman prisoner’s 
secret part. 


To allow trained sheep dogs to bite prisoners or 
rape women prisoners, and thousands of other 
savage methods of torture. 


Detainees are subjected to barbarous torture, 
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Prisoner *hrown out of helicopter. 


Prisoner dragged clong by truck. 
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Prisoner plunged into 


jor of water. 


Detainee hanged 
up to a tree. 


American prison 


CHI HOA 
8,000 - 10,000 


Defener 
Intelligence Agency 
500 
Military Security 
1,000 
Central 
6 ae TO be CENTRAL Intelligence Agency 
: : PRISONS 300 
with over 100,000 prisoners 


Adilitory Secret Agents 
500 


Secret Agents 
300 


THU DUC 
4,000 - 8,000 


CON DAO 
10,000 - 15,000 


PHU QUOC 
40,000 


GO VAP 


Active Service 
15,000 


8 prisons 


CHO QUAN 


Centro! Police 
500 


1 ; 
3-000 (10 prisons) 


11 prisons 
of Seigon orecincts 
5,000 


48 provincial 
interrogation centers 
under U.S. 


48 prisons | 


of provincial 
Police Force 


LOCAL PRISONS 
Total over 100,000 prisoners 


48 provincial 
prisons under the odministration 
of the army 


43 prisons 
of provincial 
Mititory Security 


57 big prisons 
in different provinces 
ond cities 


districts, townships 
and sub-sectors’ 
prisons 


SYSTEM OF US. AND PUPPETS’ PRISONS IN SOUTH VIETNAM NOWADAYS 
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Torturers strike detainees on legs and neck during 

interrogation (Photo: Trinh Van Thanh, 29, no- 

tive of Thua Thien province. One of his leqs was 

broken by Saigon troops, and the other stabbed 
during an interrogation). 
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Extremely barbarous prison regime: « Dark cells », 
« stone caves», « pigsties », « tiger cages», « cow 
stables ». 


Photo above: Women detainees penned up _ in 

« tiger cages ». Photo below : Buddhist priest Thich 

Hanh Tue (Nguyen Thoi), 38, native of Quang 

Nam province, confined in «tiger cage». After 

many years of detention and torture, he died at 

7 a.m, on January 8, 1973 in Con Son (Poulo 
Condor) jail. 


Even old person and 5 year-old child were found in a 
cell of Da Nang prison. 
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Children are not only shot during raids in village, but also detained 
ond tortured in prison. 


In Quang Ngai 


prison, 


even 


ill detainees are chained 
in bed. 
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Prisoner becomes paralysed for being kept in fetters for 
a long time. 


Legless prisoner is kept in shackles in hospital. 


The handcuffs in the prisons in South Vietnam bear the 
mark « Made in USA». 
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Hoang Minh Chanh, 20, native of Thai Hoa vil- 
lage, Ben Cat district, Binh Duong province was 
subjected to torture many times. The torturers chop- 
ped off his legs. Now he moves along on his hands. 


Mrs Le Thi Hang, 32, native of Hoa Binh village, 

Hoa Vang district, Quang Da province, was twice 

sent to jail in Da Nang and Hoi An and sub- 

jected to constant torture in a year. She suffers 
now many diseases. 
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Mrs Nguyen Thi HuGn, 27, native of Hoai Son 

village, Hoai Nhon district, Binh Dinh province, 

She was put in jail from March 1967 to August 

1973, and returned in Loc Ninh to the. Provisional 

Revolutionary Government. She was used in experi- 

ments of many US vaccines. Her progenitive organs 
cre now subjected to abnormities. 


Mrs Phan Thi Ca, native of Son My (My Lai where 
a massacre took place in 1968) was detained in 
Qui Nhon prison. After being tortured many times, 
the bone on her face is broken; she suffers now 
weak sight, mental trouble and deafness. 
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Little girl Cao Thi Kim Em, born in 1969, in My Ngai village, Kien 
Phong province is living in happiness in the liberated zone. 


But. . from August 1971 to November 5, 1973 she was confined to- 
gether with her mother in Thu Duc jail, and returned to the PRG 
in Quang Tri. 


in prison, she was beaten with stick om her legs and arms. The tor- 

turers) drove pins under her finger nails. Once she was snatched away 

from her mother and subjected to solidarity confinement for 9 days 
on end. She still feels pain in her fingers. 
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Lam Van Mau, 25, native of Rach Gia province, 

was returned to the PRG on February 8, 1974 in 

Loc Ninh, During his detention in Con Dao (Poulo 

Condor) prison he was beaten till he became mad. 
He is now completely dumb, 
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The prisoners returned in Loc Ninh on March 7, 
1974 were so ill and weak that they could herdly 
move. Military personne! of the Provisional Revolu- 
tionary Government had to help them fo move 


along. 


Twenty Saigon intellectuals, students and pupils — po- 
litical prisoners belonging to the 3rd force in South 
Vietnam — had been forcibly returned to the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government in Loc Ninh on July 23, 
1973. 


They are Nguyen Thanh Céng, Vo’ Nhw’ Lanh, 
Nguyén’ Tua’n Kiét, Nguyé’n Cong Minh, Tra’n Thi 
Hué, Lam Thi Ngoc Diép, Huy’nh Thi Kim Tuy’én, 
Nguyeé’n Si’ Hié’n, Nguyé’n Thi Hoa, Phan Can Hoang, 
Hoang Huy Thai, Than Dic Thanh, Huy’nh Van Y, 
Lé Kha’c Liém, Du’ong Thi Bach Cu’c, Tén That Hoa, 
Phan Quang Miw’oi, Huynh Viét Tri, Tra’n Thi Lan 
Huynh Kin Hoang. 

They vehemently denounced the extremely barbar- 
eus prison regime of the Saigon administration and 
made public a list of 37 intellectuals and 122 students 
and pupils who are still detained in Thieu’s prisons. 
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THE U.S. ROLE 


1955: 33 advisors of the MSUG organisation were sent 
to South Vietnam to organise and train personnel of 
police and prison machine. 

1959: the MSUG was replaced by the OPS (the Of- 
fice of Public Security) of the USCM then of the MACV, 
with g men; in 1963 this number was increased to 47 
men ; in 1972 to 204, men. 

The U.S. AID and OPS work out the tasks and program- 
mes of action of the puppet police. One of the important 
programmes is the “Phoenix” programme which has 
been carried out since 1960. 

After the signing of the Paris Agreement on Vietnam, 
the U.S. left behind 2.400 U.S, advisors to command 
the police and prison machine in South Vietnam. 


Every year, the US supplied 442,000 dollars to the stooge 
administration to maintain the prisons (Reuter July 7, 
1970). 

U.S. expenditures for the prisons of the puppet regime : 
1967 : 78,000 dollars 

1968 : 1,199,700 » 

1969 : 951,500 
1970 : 315,300 
1971 : 207,000 
1972 : 627,400 


(U.S. Assistance Programme in Vietnam — Hearing. 
July - August 1971). 


— Expenditure for “Phoenix” programme from 1968 to 
May 1971: 732,000,000 dollars (New York Times, Fe- 
bruary 8, 1971). 

— Expenditure on request of AID to US Congress for the 
1971-1973 programme of the puppet police and prisons : 
90,000,000 dollars. 


— According to U.S. Senator E. Kennedy expenditures in 
1973 alone for the puppet police and prisons was not 
less than 100,000,000 dollars (BBC September 10, 1973). 


Hundreds of thousands of mothers and wives are painfully longing for 
their dear ones. 
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Student Huynh Tan Mam. 


Mother of Huynh Tan Mam, Chairman of the Saigon 
General Association of Students. Mam is still detain- 
ed by the US-Thiewu clique. 


(Photo : His mother ot the court when it was trying 
him). 
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THIEU STILL DETAINED 
200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS 
IN SOUTH VIET NAM 


The 93/SL/CT and oo4/ 65 Decrees of the Saigon 
administration clearly stipulate that it will sentence hard 
labour or life imprisonment or solitary confinement penal- 
ties those who are considered as communists or pro-commun- 
ist neutralists on charge of having carried out: 


—- activities under whatever direct or indirect forms to 
realise communism or pro-communist neutralism ; 


— activities propagating or encouraging neutralism ; 


— activities aimed at undermining the anti-communist 
spirit of the nation or harming to the fight of the people 
and the army ; 


— activities inciting to stage meetings or demonstrations 
to cause disturbances... 


The 164/BNV/CN/CM/7 directive of the Saigon De- 
partment of Re-education to the provincial governors and 
district chiefs who are at the same time in charge of re- 
education centres, signed by Colonel Nguyen Phu Sanh on 
June 2, 1971 concerns the prevention of all liaisons between 
political offenders with the people from the outside when 
they are brought to trial. 


The 6-point directive of Thieu clearly points out that 
he will sentence imprisonment, life imprisonment, death 
penalty and confiscation of property those who have com- 
mitted the following crimes: 
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to work for the communists, from guerrilla, hamlet chief, 
village chief, district chief to provincial governor and 
mayor ; 


to put up or to hide communist flag ; 


to have contact or trade with the communists ; 


to assist the communists by paying taxes, transporting 
supplies for or giving accommodation to the commun- 
ists ; 

to print or hoard materials of propaganda of the com- 
munists ; 


to refuse to denounce the betrayal activities one knows. 


(AFP October 24, 1972). 


Ten measures to be applied when there is a ceasefire 


issued by Nguyen Van Thieu give right to his armed forces 
and police to shoot dead on the spot or arrest for detention 
all those who: 


incite the people to demonstrate..., persuade to join thie 
communists ; 


carry out propaganda for the communist, distribute leaf- 
lets, put up posters, put up the communists’ flag ; 
advocate neutralism or an open pro-communist stand, 


and carry out openly political activities ; 


carry out activities of clandestine groups or organisations 
or organisations ‘so far standing on the side of the com- 
munists ; 
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Thieu also ordered his agents “to apply promptly and 
thoroughly the decrees concerning the press and the 
political parties in order to thwart the illegal activities 
of the politicians. 


(AFP January 22, 1973). 


Thieu’s secret message to all provinces and cities 
“All those who had carried out activities for the communists 
before the ceasefire and who had been brought to a secret 
trial should be changed into common-law criminals. Those 
who were arrested for having carried out activities for the 
Viet Cong after the ceasefire would be sent to public security 
service. All their dossiers should be sealed up and delivered 
by hand to Saigon. 


Official circular No. 758/BNV/AN of the Saigon Minis- 
try of Internal Affairs: “All the political criminals if 
exempted from trial or prosecution but reconsidered as dan- 
gerous should be brought to the provincial security commit- 
tee to examine the crime of disturbing security ; besides the 
measures on fixed residence those on custody may be ap- 
plied.” 


Official cable No. 7167/N2 on April 5, 1973 signed by 
Colonel Nguyen Van Giau on behalf of the Command of 
the National Police, instructed his agents to deal with those 
who carry out political activities as follow: 


— “it is still possible to apply measures of custody in con- 
formity with the decree 020-TT/SLU on November 25, 
1972, if there are not enough factors to prosecute. before 
a military field court ; 


-— “not to use the words “political criminals” or “to carry 
out activities for the communists.” Only put down 
“disturbing security.” 


Report of the US Senate Committee of Refugees made 
public on January 27, 1974 disclosed that : 


— according to sources from the US embassy in Saigon, 
there ane 20,000 political prisoners, including 1,000 non- 
communists, divided into two groups: the “communist 
criminals” group and the “on custody” group needless 
of trial or sentence. 


— the US embassy even added that before and since the 
ceasefire the government of the Republic of Viet Nam 
(the Thieu administration) has changed the political 
prisoners into common-law criminals, on charge of 
holding false papers or disobeying orders. | 


~~ On August 2, 1973 the US State Department declared 
to investigators that there are political prisoners in the 
jails in South Viet Nam and ill-treatment did exist. 


The evidence mentioned above refuted the absurd alle- 
gation of the US-Thieu clique that there is no political pri- 
soners in South Viet Nam. ‘Thousands of witnesses who were 
prisoners returned by the Saigon administration to the Pro- 
visional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vite Nam all affirmed that the Nguyen Van Thieu junta has 
still illegally detained over 200,000 political prisoners in 
South Viet Nam. 


45 


Ngo Von Tri, 27 is totally paralysed and dumb when he: 
wos released. 
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